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Before the death of Charles; attempts were
made to exclude from, the succession his
brother, James, because he had adopted the
Roman Catholic religion, but these proved
unsuccessful, and James succeeded to the
throne without a struggle. The pronounced
favor which he showed to Catholics, his set-
ting aside of the Test Act, his proclamation
of a declaration of indulgence and, finally,
in 1688, the birth cf a son who, it was feared,
might be trained in the Catholic religion and
might continue his father's policy, led many
of the great nobles of the country to dispatch
an invitation to William and Mary, the son-
in-law and daughter of James, to accept the
English throne. On their landing, late in
1688, James fed, and William and Mary
were proclaimed sovereigns without striking
a blow.
During William's reign the Dissenters
were allowed freedom of worship, and a step
was taken in the direction of true constitu-
tional government, by the declaration of the
responsibility of the king's ministers to Par-
liament. In foreign affairs the reign was
taken up largely with the struggle with
Louis XIV of France, and William died just
when he had begun preparations for another
struggle with Louis. Anne (1702-1714) con-
tinued his plans, and her reign was made
brilliant by the successes of Maryborough in
the War of the Spanish Succession. It was
during the reign, in the year 1707, that the
legislative union of England with Scotland
was finally accomplished. England's history
since that date is related in the article great
britain.
Other Fads. Information regarding- the
transportation and commerce, government
and religion of England will "be found under
appropriate subheads in the article Great
Britain. English art is discussed under the
heading's Painting- and Sculpture, and the
lang'uag'e and literature under the titles Eng-
lish I^anguage and Literature, subhead Eng-
lish Literature.
Related Articles. Consult the following
titles for additional information:
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ENGLAND, church of, the State Church
of England. Christianity was established in
England in the sixth century through the
efforts of Saint Augustine, and until the
Reformation the English Church was a
branch of the Roman Catholic. The present
organization dates from the reign of Henry
YIII, who was responsible for the struggle
which resulted in the abolition of Papal
authority in England. Henry was made the
supreme head of the Church and at the time
contemplated no change in doctrines and no
separation into rival communities. How-
ever, the king dissolved the monasteries and
expended the treasures of the Church on
himself and court. These high-handed meas-
ures retarded any reform movement that
might have been made and caused a general
discontent, not only among the officials but
among the communicants of the Church.
During the reign of Edward YI the influence
of the Reformation was strongly felt in Eng-
land, and there were many men who sympa-
thized with Luther, Calvin and other leaders
of that movement; England probably would
have become Protestant at that time had not
the king been succeeded by Mary, who was
a Catholic. During her reign there was a
strong reaction. During the reign of Eliza-
beth, however, there was a final separation
from the Papacy, and the Thirty-nine Ar-
ticles (see aeoscijes, the thibty-hikb) were
put in their present form.
There are three more or less distinct parties
in the Church, known as? the High
Broad CTntrch and Lrow Church,

